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“But the most
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and for this
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WILD ART

FINDING THE
RIGHT SIZE
Tuition and fee talks
begin today; layoffs loom
By Rene Cardona Jr.

COLLEGIAN EDITOR
Restraints from the University of Texas
System level have UTB officials limited as
they look at tuition and fees for the 20132014 biennium at a time when budgets are
set to shrink.
Because of the split of the University
of Texas at Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College, the university’s
budget will take a blow, setting the stage
for layoffs, and tuition and fees increases
cannot counteract the trimmings.
State residents, for Fall 2011 and Spring
2012, pay $150.67 per semester credit
hour and $687.50 in fees if they sign up
for 12 hours. As per directives issued by
the University of Texas System, tuition
and fees cannot be raised by more than
2.67 percent. Any increases must be
justified in that they improve retention
and/or graduation rates.
“One of the things we have learned
from our university freshman class is that
students want to get more supplemental
instruction,” said Rosemary Martinez,
UTB’s vice president for Business Affairs.
“We do have supplemental instruction
now but it is not enough, so students

are asking for more. We are considering
a proposal to expand supplemental
instruction services by adding more
tutors but also by looking at technology.”
Last Friday, the subcommittee of
the Tuition and Fee Policy Advisory
Committee, the group heading the
discussions on the matter, composed
a proposal on potential increases the
campus will hear during the series of
meetings scheduled this week.
The proposal would detail “the programs
that we’ve identified from our research as
programs that we would like to fund with
a tuition and fee increase that we know
are known to work,” said Martinez, who
sits on the subcommittee along with other
officials from the divisions of Business
Affairs and Student Affairs.
Public hearings will be held from 8:30
to 9:30 a.m. today in South Hall 117 for
the Student Government Association and
executive committees of the Academic and
Staff senates, 8:30 to 10 a.m. and 5:30 to
7 p.m. in the SET-B third-floor conference
room to get feedback from the campus
community on the subcommittee’s
finalized research.
“Do students believe that expanding
supplemental instruction is good for
them? And if students say no, then
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Infractions at Casa Bella
Pot, alcohol found during
health and safety checks

Christopher PeñA/collegian

Alcohol and illegal drug violations are down at Casa Bella, according to Residential
Life and Campus Police officials.

By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

master’s degree.
Berlanga credits her
family with having helped
her
throughout
her
education.
“I couldn’t have done
it without my husband,

See GRADUATION, Page 14

See BUST, Page 14

Christopher Peña/collegian

Flashing a smile, senior bilingual education major Ana Mireles prepares to get her
graduation photo by taken Ultimate Exposures.

laboratory technology and
works as a supervisor at
Valley Regional Medical
Center. She hopes that
with a bachelor’s degree in
health services technology,
she will move up the ranks.
She also plans to return
next semester to pursue a

Drop in Students
(after separation)

Three students were allegedly caught with alcohol
and marijuana during a random health and safety check
last month at Casa Bella.
Residential Life officials found a glass bong on a
computer desk in one of the apartments. During the
inspection, Campus Police also found .10 ounces of
marijuana inside a plastic bag, a glass container with
.37 ounces of marijuana and a bottle of vodka.
Another student was caught with an empty bottle of
rum, and another with various bottles of wine and beer,
housing officials said.
The student housing complex performs these random
inspections once a month.
Residential Life Director Douglas Stoves said the
department conducts walk-throughs to ensure no one is
breaking any of the health and safety codes, but if any
illegal items are found, proper measures must be taken.
“If our staff goes into a room during the course of
a health and safety check and we find things that are
basically prohibited by law or by policy, then we take
action, whether it be calling Campus Police or disposing
of it ourselves and in some cases confiscating it,” Stoves
said.
He said items that are prohibited include alcohol and
illegal drugs, some household appliances and extension

By Samantha Ruiz
A sigh of relief came out
of Cynthia Berlanga, who
having attended UTB/TSC
on and off since 1994 is
proud to be among those
who will receive a diploma
on Dec. 17.
Berlanga, who became
a wife and mother of
three during her academic
career, said it was difficult
having to raise a family but
college was never out of the
question.
“I might have skipped a
semester or two, but I never
stopped going,” she said. “I
feel like it has finally come,
[after] all the years I’ve put
into school.”
Berlanga
previously
earned
an
associate’s
degree
in
medical

THE FIGURES
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first serve, but student organization
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--Compiled by Michelle Serrano
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Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Tree of Angels
People Against
Violent Crime and
the Cameron County
District Attorney’s
Office conduct the
third annual Tree of
Angels from 5:306:30 p.m. at Cameron
County Courthouse.
974 E. Harrison St.
For more information,
call the Crime Victims
Assistance Program at
547-7011.

Brain Food
Student Life hosts
Food for Thought from
9 to 11:30 p.m. in the
Student Union Gran
Salon. Faculty and
staff will serve a free
night-time breakfast
and wish students
luck in their upcoming
finals. There will
be door prizes and
giveaways.

A Date of Infamy
National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day
honors those service
men and women who
were injured or lost
their lives at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, in the
fateful attack by the
Japanese on Dec.
7, 1941. The attack
propelled the U.S. into
World War II.

Food for Fines
Having a bad day
because Campus
Police just gave you
a parking ticket and
you needed that
ticket money for
something important?
Never fear! Use your
unwanted canned
food to pay your fine.
For more information,
visit utb.edu/ba/
police.

Anti-Corruption
Day
It’s everywhere.
Corruption is found in
politics and business,
which usually go
hand in hand. Choose
to be a part of the
solution and report
the selfish people
that ruin it for the
rest of us.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY HOURS
The University Boulevard Library has
extended hours of operations for final exams.
Hours will be from 7:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. today
through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 1 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Sunday and 7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Dec. 12. For
more information, call the University Boulevard
Library at 882-8221.
POSTER PRESENTATION CLASS
The Department of Health and Human
Performance invites the public to attend a
Poster Presentation-Exercise Testing
and Prescription Class from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. today on the REK Center’s second floor.
Undergraduate students will present their work
and answer questions regarding their research.
Healthy snacks will be served. For more
information, contact Assistant Professor
Murat Karabulut at murat.karabulut@utb.
edu.
BABY MUSIC ACADEMY
The UTB/TSC Music Academy hosts the
“Family Music for Babies and Toddlers”
music academy from 2-2:45 p.m. and 6-6:45
p.m. Monday and Thursday in Eidman Hall
207. Instructor Kimbra McNellie Saxon,
a certified family music instructor, will teach
the course. Cost of attendance is $25. For more
information, call the Music Academy at 8827702.
SMALL BUSINESS SESSION
The UTB/TSC International Innovation
Center, the Small Business Association and
ACCION Texas-Louisiana and Business
& Community Lenders of Texas invite
entrepreneurs to attend an information session
on financing options for small businesses from
2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday in International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center room E-112.
Guest speakers Veronica Padilla of the SBA,
Marlene Ramirez of Acción Texas-Louisiana
and Jessica Gonzalez of BCL of Texas will
present. For more information, call Larry
Resser at 882-4233.
HOLIDAY MIXER
The UTB Alumni Association will hold
its annual Holiday Mixer and Tamalada
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
SET-B third floor conference room. Attendees
are asked to bring a covered dish, a wrapped

POLICE REPORTS

gift ($10 minimum) for a white elephant gift
exchange and an unwrapped gift for the UTB
Toy Drive. Refreshments will be served.
For more information, call Alumni Relations
Director Marisa Campirano at 882-4337.
A CALL TO PHILOSOPHERS
Students are invited to enter papers on
philosophy to be judged by their peers for
the third Rio Grande Valley Historian
Conference. The topic can be anything of
your choosing. The abstract should be no longer
than 150 words, typed and single spaced. The
deadline for submission is Dec. 12. For more
information, contact Associate Professor of
History Angelika Potempa at angelika.
soldan@utb.edu.
OZ DANCE
Dance Infinity will perform “Oz,” a journey
through the magical Land of Oz from 7 to 10
p.m. Dec. 12 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
Tickets are $15 at the door.
SCORPIONTATION
Scorpiontation will be conducted at 8
a.m. Dec. 13 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. The
new student orientation assists students in
adjusting to college and making them feel
at home. New students will learn about the
campus and the resources available to help them
succeed throughout their studies. Attendance is
mandatory for incoming freshmen. The cost is
$50. To sign up, visit www.scorpiontation.utb.
edu.
HEROCLIX TOURNEY
Rogue Comix will host the “Heroclix
Hulk Sealed Tournament” from 5 to 8
p.m. Dec. 17 at Rogue Comics, 13 N. Park
Plaza. Buy-in is two booster packs (12.99 each).
Players must compete with the clix from the
purchase. Tutorials will be available during the
tournament. For more information, call Rogue
Comics at 574-0484.
U.S. CONSTITUTION CLASSES
Burning Man Ministries will conduct
U.S. Constitution classes from 6 to 9 p.m.
Jan. 4 at 3226 Coffee Port Rd. Classes will be
conducted every Wednesday until March 28.
The course will cover the history and influences
of the Constitution. Admission is free. For more
information, call 472-3701.
GUITAR CLASSES
Students interested in learning guitar or

The following are among the incidents reported by Campus Police between
Nov. 7 and 18.
Monday, Nov.7
6:11 p.m.: A Parking and Traffic employee booted a Honda Accord that
was bearing a fictitious permit in Lot O. Campus Police later met with the
owner of the vehicle who admitted to copying a yearly student parking
permit. The student said that she was trying to sell her car and made a
copy of her sister’s permit. She was not arrested but was advised of the
university’s rules and regulations.
Tuesday, Nov.8
1:03 p.m.: A student filed charges against a man who attacked him from
behind while he was walking to his room in Casa Bella. Defending himself,
the student began to punch the man who got him in a choke hold, leaving
abrasions on his neck. He did not know why he was being assaulted until
his female friend calmed down the man, who was her former boyfriend.
He then realized he was being targeted for being with her. The attacker
was charged with disorderly conduct and assault.
6:12 p.m.: A UTB/TSC staff member reported damage to the main
entrance gate in Casa Bella. The bottom rail was severely damaged and
he predicted that the impact might have come from the outside of the
parking lot. He told Campus Police that this has happened before due to
vehicles driving to the gate too fast and braking right before they reach
the gate’s sensor. He advised Campus Police that there are cameras in the
front of the gates and it could be investigated to find who was responsible.

Sat.

Sun.

Handel’s Messiah
The Arts Center
“Paris is Burning,”
hosts Handel’s
screens from 3-7
“Messiah” at 3 p.m. in
p.m. at All Souls
the main performance
Unitary Church, 124
hall. BISD singers,
Paredes Line Rd. The
the Bravo Opera
1990 documentary
Company and other
illustrates the golden
RGV performers will
age of New York City
perform with a full
drag balls. Admission
orchestra. For more
is free, but donations
information, call 882are accepted.
8587.
Refreshments will be
served.
Armoire Theater

brushing up on their skills are encouraged to
sign up for UTB guitar classes. Guitar I and II
will be offered during the spring semester and
are open to all majors. For more information,
contact guitar instructor jonathan.dotson@utb.
edu.
STUDY IN BRAZIL
The Office of Global Engagement invites
students to study cross-cultural psychology in
São Paulo, Brazil, next summer (May 13-30).
Requirements are that students must have a
prerequisite in Psychology 2301, which must be
completed by spring. This opportunity is open to
all majors. For more information, call the Office
of Global Engagement at 882-7092.
ENVIRONMENTAL INTERNSHIP
Students interested in the environmental
profession are sought for an internship
opportunity designed to foster and encourage
individual growth, instill skills in education,
land stewardship, sustainable practices and
nonprofit administration. Those interested must
give a three month commitment to the program.
For more information, call Joe Boswell of Rio
Bravo Wildlife at 587-9567.
ROTC INTERNSHIP
UTB/TSC ROTC invites sophomore, junior
and grad students to apply for the summer 2012
Army ROTC Internship. Students will have
the privilege to get all-expenses paid training at
Fort Knox, Ky. The four-week course can earn
students $5,000 if they decide to contract with
ROTC after the training. For more information,
call ROTC at 882-7630.
SSSP/ASPIRE HIRING
Student
Support
Services
and
ASPIRE are seeking tutors and mentors.
Tutor applicants must be juniors, seniors or
graduate students with an overall 3.0 gradepoint average, at least 15 hours availability
per week and have a “B” or better in tutoring
subject. Mentor applicants must be classified
as a sophomore (45 credit hours completed,)
an overall 3.0 GPA and have at least 15 hours
availability per week. For more information,
call Learning Instructional Specialist Maribel
Clemente at 882-3804.
--Compiled by Michelle Serrano

Wednesday, Nov.16
10:05 a.m.: A student reported being physically assaulted by his Casa
Bella roommate off campus.
11:39 a.m.: A student reported that his UTB/TSC yearly parking permit
flew out of his car’s window while he was driving.
12:05 p.m.: Campus Police received a restraining order that was issued
against a student’s husband after he was arrested for assaulting her. He is
prohibited from making contact with his wife and her children and from
coming onto UTB/TSC property.
Thursday, Nov.17
4:13 p.m.: A student reported that she wanted to replace her parking
permit after her vehicle was stolen in Mexico. She said she was driving
another vehicle with a temporary permit and wanted to obtain a new
one. She was given a new permit and was advised to update her vehicle
information with Campus Police immediately.
Friday, Nov.18
10:46 a.m.: A student reported that as she was walking across Ridgely
Road the night before, she noticed a man standing by the water tower. As
she continued to walk to her vehicle parked in Lot X, the man began to
follow her, so she tried to get her phone to call Campus Police. The man
then hid behind the trees in the parking lot. She left the area immediately
and called the police.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
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SGA wraps
up semester
By Stephanie Mendez
THE COLLEGIAN

The
Student
Government Association
isn’t going to hand out
pencils for finals this
semester, but it has
made sure to do so next
semester.
During its meeting
last Tuesday, the SGA
approved an amendment
to Resolution No. 12 that
will cover the cost of 1,000
pencils, plus shipping.
The senate will spend no
more than $510.48 for
the pencils with the SGA
logo and 2,000 Scantrons
instead of the $410 first
approved.
The
Student
Government Association
will
distribute
the
pencils
during
the
spring semester. So for
this semester, the SGA
will only provide two
Scantrons per student
when a UTB/TSC ID is
presented.
“We do have the
Scantrons in. … The
pencils probably won’t
be in on time for this
semester, but we will have
them for next semester,”
said SGA Vice President
of
Administration
Normalinda Reyna.
Asked about the SGA
Charity Winter Bash
held on Nov. 18, Reyna
said more than 50 people
attended the event and
about 20 toys and 30
blankets were donated.
She said the SGA will give
the toys to the Cram’n’Jam
event sponsored by the
Student
Radio
Club,
Student Life and Center
for Civic Engagement,
and give the blankets to
Student Health Services
for them to distribute.
Student Life Director
Sergio Martinez told
the SGA about the Food
for Thought event that
will take place from 9 to
11 p.m. Tuesday in the
Student Union’s Gran
Salon, where UTB staff
and faculty volunteers will
be serving late breakfast
for students as they begin
taking final exams.

20 years of giving

Staff seeks donations for toy drive

And the winners are...

Tortoise, ocelot and osprey take top
three places in mascot essay contest

By Stephanie Mendez
THE COLLEGIAN

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

UTB/TSC is collecting toys for Champion Elementary School students ages 3 to 5 through Dec. 13. Several collection stations
are located throughout campus.

By Alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN

Two UTB/TSC staff members want
to celebrate their 20th anniversary of
donating gifts to children by giving 20
of the children bicycles, with the campus
community’s help.
Maria Ruth Torres, director of the Fort
Brown Memorial Center, and Olga Garcia,
a senior telecommunication operations
installer, are the sponsors of the toy drive.
Every year, 100 children from a selected
elementary school are given toys donated
by the university community.
“We collect the toys through donations,
and give them to 100 children,” Torres
said. “We then bring to the children over to
Stillman Hall [in the Fort Brown Memorial
Center] and [the children] get to go up on
stage and talk to Santa and pick their giftwrapped toy, and all the excess toys we
have left are sent back to the elementary.
In addition to those toys, we have bicycles,
wagons and higher-priced items. After
every child picks their toy, we draw names
of all the kids and they win the bigger

prizes.”
Torres said she contacts the Brownsville
Independent School District and officials
there tell her what school, based on their
data, is in greatest need and they decide
among three schools that the district
provides. This year, she and Garcia chose
Champion Elementary School.
They hope to see the majority of the
campus participate in the toy drive.
Torres said that other than receiving new,
unwrapped toys, they also take monetary
donations.
“With the money, we’ll buy what we
need at the end,” she said. “For example,
we sometimes get a lot of toys for boys and
we use the donated money to get toys for
the girls. Also, we buy stuff for goodie bags
we make for when the kids go on stage. We
buy coloring books, crayons, books and
little toys.”
The event will take place at 9 p.m. Dec.
13 at Stillman Hall. Torres said she will be
taking donations until the 13th.
Contact Garcia at 882-7015 or Torres at
882-4157. Toys may be dropped off at the
ITEC Campus Suite 66 G1.

“Like” us on Facebook.
facebook.com/utbcollegian

Essays on why the
Texas tortoise, ocelot
and osprey should be
the University of Texas at
Brownsville mascot took
the top three places in a
recent contest.
Senior
biology
and
psychology major Niccale
Alibin won first place
with her essay on why the
endangered Texas tortoise
should be the mascot for
UT-Brownsville,
which
is separating from Texas
Southmost College. TSC’s
mascot is the scorpion.
“In
representation
of our community as
stewards of the world, if
the Texas Tortoise were to
one day become extinct,
its memory will live
through our university,”
Alibin wrote. “As the wellknown fable of the tortoise
and the hare mentions-tortoises are slow and
steady. Like the tortoise,
not only did UTB take
its time in becoming a
lone university, but UTB
gained wisdom, energy,
unity, courage, endurance
and strength to become
a competing university
that will only continue to
grow.”
Senior
music
and
kinesiology major Itzitzy
Godínez
won
second
place by suggesting the
endangered ocelot.
“Despite the fact that the
ocelot is an endangered
species, the ocelot’s beauty
and amazing attributes
have won hearts and
earned the respect and
support of many people
of this region” Godínez
wrote. “I think, in a way,
this can be compared to the
struggle UT-Brownsville
has had to emerge as the
wonderful University it is,
and as the fine jewel that
the UT System has in a
small town like our own.”
Graduate
business
administration
student
Stephen Vinyard won
third place with his osprey
mascot idea.
“This
bird’s
global
reach makes it the perfect
icon for the University,”
Vinyard wrote. “The large

geographic
range of the

osprey
makes
this selection relatable
to people from different
cultures and areas of the
globe. It can also be used
as a symbol to bridge
boundaries
between
people from different
walks of life, which plays
into the University’s creed,
‘knowledge knows no
boundaries.’”    
The first-, second- and
third-place winners will
receive Barnes & Noble
gift cards of $100, $75 and
$50, respectively.
A total of 273 entries
were submitted in the
contest,
which
was
conducted via Blackboard
Oct. 17-28.
Mari Fuentes-Martin,
associate vice president
for Student Affairs and
dean of students, said
the essays were graded
on creativity, originality,
regional
or
cultural
relevance, persuasiveness,
grammar and school pride
inspiration.
“So each of those was
scored on a scale of 1 to 10.
… From those, there were
33 top choices, and so from
the 33, the committee
got to rank their top five
choices, and then from
those we tallied the points
and did some averages and
based on that, these were
the top three choices of
the committee,” FuentesMartin said.
The dean said other
top choices for a mascot
were the Heat, Vaqueros,
Stingrays and Trailblazers.
Fuentes-Martin said the
committee counted the
number of votes and points
each mascot idea received
to decide the winners.
“They all had different
votes but people ranked
some things high and some

See MASCOT, Page 12
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More labs, please

“My main issue right now is the computer labs. I
feel like there’s not enough around
campus. And it’s very far to get
to one, and when you do get to
one, there are no computers
available. So you’re kind of
stuck, you don’t know what to
do. Like, for example, I have to
print out an essay but at home I
couldn’t print it out. I come to
school like an hour before school starts,
and since everything is taken and people are kind of
on Facebook, it’s kind of hard to print it.”

Brittney Rubio
Junior early childhood education major

Sudden choices

“It’s mostly on the Scorpion Online, how we had to
pick between UTB and TSC already. I
didn’t see the point of doing it in the
middle of an academic year. [UTB/
TSC] should have waited until
the full year had ended. It kind of
affects students already because
they sort of had a plan for the year,
and then the following year it just
kind of changes. It really takes them
off their course of their original plans. … I would like
to be more informed about it.”

Kimberly De Leon
Sophomore general studies major

Keep library open longer

“My issue would be the library hours.
I think they should be open longer,
not just during the finals week. It
should be open more to midnight
and that would help us … higher
classification students study
more and actually get stuff done.
And I should not worry about the
library being closed at 7 p.m.”

San Juana Zavala
Senior biology major

--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photos by Christopher Peña
Do you have beef? If so, contact Collegian Reporter Marlane Ashley
Rodriguez at 882-5143.

We need your input
A message from Sting Radio

As a new year
approaches, Sting Radio
is planning changes to its
format and the look of its
website. But, we need your
help.
We have created a survey
and posted it on Blackboard
for your convenience so that
students can take part in
those decisions, the main
one being the format (music
genres). To make things
easier for you, the direct
link is www.surveymonkey.
com/s/stingradio.
Please share the link
with your friends and
classmates.
Next semester, our radio
station will have new and
exciting online content that
consists of six categories:
“Faux Trend” (fashion)
will be on Mondays;
“Colorful Minds” (arts and
crafts), Tuesdays; “The
Review” (pick of the week),
Wednesdays; “The Playlist”
(music), Thursdays; “On

Key” (performing arts),
Fridays; and “The Watch”
(informative character),
every day. Whether you’re
into fashion or just into
music, there is no doubt
that there will be a category
for you.
The student staff of
Sting Radio has spent
many hours the last few
weeks discussing changes
and improvements to
our programming and
has undergone multiple
trainings in order to
provide our university
with a higher quality
programming for the
Spring 2012 semester.
We welcome you to be a
part of the new phase. Stop
by our office in Student
Union 1.16 and give us your
suggestions or call us at
882-5838.
Leslie Barrientos
Sting Radio Station
Manager

The split onward
Musings on the future of UTB and TSC

needs to start growing, and quickly. Next year, I believe
we
will see more important positions being filled and the
THE COLLEGIAN
college working on getting its accreditations. Right now,
the college consists of two offices; by next year, I predict
We are closely approaching that time of
at least five or six.
the year, when everyone from TV psychics
But the most important thing we will start to see next
to major publications like to predict the
year, and for this all of us will need to work together, is
outcome of next year.
I presume of no psychic powers, but seeing respect far both institutions. There is nothing wrong
Texas Southmost College and the University with a friendly rivalry, but we need to stop with the name
calling. If one institution evolves, this also helps the
of Texas at Brownsville start to make
other.
significant advancements as independent
Now, don’t tell me you don’t care about TSC because
entities has put me in the predicting mood.
you are only UTB or vice versa. Soon we will probably
First off, UTB, armed with a new mascot, will try
start sharing a campus as two different institutions and
to get back to the basics, simplifying everything from
the only way that will work will be if everyone behaves.
departments to curriculums. I believe we will start
And for those who think this is no longer their problem
seeing things becoming smaller but more efficient. These
because they are graduating, have some school pride! Go
upcoming years are the time to trim the fat, take away
be successful, then come back and help both institutions
everything that does not work or is unnecessary and get
become greater. Help future students obtain the same
down to basics.
opportunities you had and they will be forever thankful.
On the other hand, TSC will be doing the opposite. It

By Francisco Garza

By Michelle Serrano
THE COLLEGIAN

Never in my life did I
believe I would see the
day that I would actually
graduate from college.
For many, this day has
always been
inevitable-people with a
strong support
system who
had guidance
and structure.
Your parent or
parents, your
abuelita, your tíos and
tías have all been there for
most. Not for me.
If I could, I’d illustrate
my life as that of a newly
hatched sea turtle. I left the
comfort of my dark, sandy
nest soon after hatching.
Birds swooped down
at me and successfully
pecked little psychic scars
on my consciousness. I
chaotically flapped into
that roiling ocean and the
unknown depths of reality.
I was just another
statistic on paper. I was
a drag on the high school
system, so I was ejected.
I was outspoken and

Is this thing on?
What are you doing to participate?

rebellious with family, so
I was a homeless pariah. I
was invariably alone in this
world, much like those sea
turtles are. It was up to me,
and me alone to carve my
path into this universe.
Ten years of being a
retail minion go by in a
flash. I excelled at my
jobs and was always
management somewhere,
but it was too easy. All
the youthful exuberance
I had drained away in a
tepid wash of commerce.
I worked for the weekend
too often. The booze and
the parties no longer sated
me--they controlled me.
The people around me
weren’t contributing to
my happiness; they were
helping me dig my grave.
And that’s what happens
when you’re damaged
by reality. Too often the
media paint this picture of
growing up as a storybook
romance that happens in
a methodical process like

one, two, three--soup's on!
It’s actually more complex
than that. These economic
models of happiness are
bogus. They subscribe

just loved
“Ithe
idea
of rabblerousing.”
Michelle Serrano,

Cartoonist, graphic artist

to the notion that we are
all cut of the same fabric
and because of such, we
should all be successful at
anything we do at the same
exact pace.
Now I’ve come full
circle and am graduating
with a bachelor’s degree
in public service. It was
funny how it all happened.
I just loved the idea of
rabble-rousing. Chalk that
up to long, languid days
in Southmost, listening

to subcultural mix tapes
and participating in other
“nefarious” activities. Am
I evil for it? I don’t think
so. Martin Luther King
Jr. said, “Never forget
that everything Hitler did
in Germany was legal.”
Honey, the law is all in who
writes the policy. You must
question who gains and
who loses (and who their
compadres are) in order to
see the bigger picture.
Government and, more
specifically, public service
is really how one interprets
it. There is no hard science
to this. It’s an art form.
I chose it because I felt
betrayed by the portrait
that the Wheaties box
promised me. I didn’t feel
like a champion when I
was younger. I have seen
first-hand my family
ripped apart by jealousy
and greed. The “atomic
family” only eroded our

See PARTICIPATE, Page 12
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Tuition: Departments
to weigh cuts in spring
Continuted from Page 1
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Texas Southmost College held focus group sessions last week to get feedback from the campus community.

TSC looks to the future

Prepares to conduct second wave of focus groups
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN

Texas Southmost College conducted
focus groups on campus Nov. 29, where it
received feedback from students, faculty
and staff on the future of the institution.
TSC President Lily Tercero said she is
happy with the results.
“We had good participation at all levels.
… Each of them had between 20 and 30
participants,” Tercero said of the four focus
group sessions. “Then on that evening we
had the Brownsville community summit
and had a great turnout there, too. I think
we were very successful and we got some
wonderful information we will be able to
use to build our strategic plan.”
Tercero said attendees talked about the
strengths, the weaknesses and the future
of TSC.
“They talked about accessibility, they
talked about it being close to home,”
she said referring to what attendees
acknowledge are the college’s strengths.
In regard to what needs to be improved,
Tercero said the college’s image was a top
priority for those who attended.
“They felt that there was a need of more
marketing on TSC itself, the offerings of a
community college,” she said.
Tercero said attendees described their
ideal TSC as a “vibrant, active studentoriented college with a lot of people and
activities.”
Next on the plate for TSC are four
focus group sessions with the business
community scheduled at 9 a.m. Wednesday
for health-related business and at noon
for the service, hospitality and retail
service industry, both in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium.
At 9 a.m. Thursday, a focus group

session for manufacturing business will
be held, followed by another at noon for
financial services and other non-specific
businesses, both in the Stillman Town Hall
(next to the Jacob Brown Auditorium).
Community summits will be conducted
Wednesday at Derry Elementary School
in Port Isabel and Thursday in the board
room of the Los Fresnos Training Center.
Both summits are at 6 p.m.
“I think we will have great turnout
as well, the local [independent school
districts] have been so supportive and
helpful, along with many others who have
extended a hand to help us promote,”
Tercero said.
In other TSC news, the colllege launched
its website, tsc.edu, last Tuesday.
“Every website is always a work in
progress, but we did want to put a
webpage up so that people could have
an opportunity to see what is going on,
including these focus groups that we held
and the upcoming ones,” she said.
Asked what the goals are for TSC next
semester, Tercero responded that by the
end of the semester, the college will have its
strategic plan in place, “which is critical.”
“We will have a better understanding
of the process of the accreditation that we
have to take. ... We should have a better
understanding of some of the programs
that we believe we will be able to move
forward with and a better understanding
of the timeline,” she said.
Asked what possible academic programs
will be offered, Tercero said it is still too
early to say.
“One of the things that we want to be
very careful about is that we have to work
within our budget and we have to do all the
analysis before we move too quickly to say
something,” she said.

we will take that into consideration,”
Martinez said. “If students say that they
don’t’ think expanding peer mentoring
is important, then we will take that into
consideration as well. Bottom line is that
we have narrowed it down to the items we
know, based on research, are effective.”
A change is on the horizon, but it will
not affect the amount of cash students
will have to pay the university. Student
Affairs has proposed to reduce the
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center fee and increase the athletic
fee for a zero impact to academic costs,
Martinez said via email.
RIGHT SIZING
Although the time to change tuition
and fees is upon the university as it goes
through the breakup, increases cannot be
used to compensate for revenue loss.
“Any revenue generated from a tuition
increase would be directly set aside to
either install or expand strategies to
support or increase student retention and
time to graduation,” Martinez said. “ …
We are not talking about these dollars to
make up for any revenue changes that we
are going to have because UTB is going to
be smaller than UTB/TSC is.”
Students have been directed upon
registering for the Spring 2012 semester
to pick either TSC or UTB, allowing
officials to estimate how large the
university’s population will be.
“It would be about half,” Provost
Alan Artibise said. “That’s what we’re
predicting: about 51 percent. … Fifty-one
is a rounded number.”
It is expected 100 percent of graduatelevel and 90 percent of upper-level
students would be kept. A decline of 50
percent is expected in lower-level courses
(1000 and 2000). Cumulatively, the
calculations equal the rounded number,
Artibise said.
UTB/TSC’s budget totals $173.8 million
but in a world without the college, the
university would receive $110.5 million,
Martinez said. The drop in revenue
and state appropriations because of the
smaller student body size will bring about
“right sizing,” or a reduction in force.
“We are fairly advanced in the
process,” the provost said. “We expect
sometime next spring, late spring, we will
undertake a formal right-sizing exercise
whereby, through a consultative process
with faculty and through using the
managers of the administrative units, tell
them what their number needs to be and
ask them to recommend to us who should

be told that they will be needed at UTB
after separation and who won’t.”
President Juliet V. García, the provost
and his Special Assistant Michael
Putegnat have kept the Academic and
Staff senates informed regarding the
transition and the right-sizing exercise
administrators will undertake.
“Think of like a bull’s-eye, so you kind
of sort it out so [the department’s] top
priorities are in the center and the lesser
priorities are outside and further outside.
Then that’s where they cut--from outside
working in,” said Bobbette Morgan,
treasurer for the Academic Senate and a
professor in the Department of Teaching,
Learning and Innovation.
The partnership agreement mandates
separation must be completed before
2015, and physical separation will begin
in 2013. Staff and faculty will be told
about this early on, “well before the
separation so that people who will not be
needed at UTB will have lots of time to
try and find a different kind of position,”
Artibise said.
Tenure-track faculty members, legally,
have to be given a year’s notice of
termination, unlike staff members who
work at the discretion of their superiors.
“That’s why we are giving faculty all the
appropriate notice, time,” Artibise said.
“Staff it’s a little more straightforward
but we want to give them as much notice
as possible.”
There exists strong collegiality among
UTB’s faculty members, said Elizabeth
Heise, president of the Academic Senate
and an assistant professor of geology and
oceanography.
“The discussions have been around
both the personal impacts on individuals
but also the group dynamics,” Heise said.
Staff Senate President David Marquez
said, “We recognize separation is not
easy, that there are efforts to know
what the organizations, this goes for
both institutions, might look like, it’s
complex. It’s important work. What we
can say as staff and not only as staff but
community members are that, hopefully,
that they’re really engaged in that work
and putting the best into it because it is
very important work that affects many.”
Information
about
all
matters
regarding the transition to separation
is available at utb.edu/newsandinfo/
utbtransition. People can submit their
questions as well as browse through
commonly asked inquiries.
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Talent recognition

Tip of Texas winners grateful
for UTB/TSC's support
By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Sergio Salazar/collegian

Winners of the Provost’s Essay Contest were recognized last Wednesday by the Mexican Consulate in Brownsville. First-year
students were asked to write an essay on the topic: “Numerous Mexican immigrants and descendants live in the United States
in pursuit of what they perceive as a better life. Why do many of them cheer for the Mexican soccer team when it plays the
U.S. team?” based on the common reader “Translation Nation.” Shown at the ceremony are (from left) Jerzy K. Mogilski, chair
of the Mathematics Department; Mexican Consul Rodolfo Quilantán Arenas, third-place winner Rubi Garcia, first-place winner
Alejandra Flores, second-place winner Chayse Sundt, UTB/TSC Provost Alan Artibise, University College Dean Terry Overton,
honorable mentions Mizada Casares, Jordy Lopez, UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García and the consul’s wife, Patricia Tapia
de Quilantán.

Communication
exercise
Sting’em Sign Club President James Ponce explains
the rules of the “Say What” activity the organization
conducted last Wednesday in the International
Technology, Education and Commerce Center. In the
activity, “hearing” persons (mostly American Sign
Language I and II students) attempted communicating
non-verbally with deaf students at “bank,” “restaurant”
and “post office” booths.
Sergio Salazar/collegian

Last spring semester, UTB/TSC’s
Education and Business Complex served
as the meeting place for 37 high school
students who were preparing for the
National Hispanic Institute’s Great Debate.
The Great Debate is an annual speaking
competition, which consists of four events:
cross-examination,
extemporaneous
speaking, mock trial and oratory.
Then last June, the students from
the Lower Rio Grande Valley, called the
Tip of Texas, competed against students
from eight other regions--Austin, Corpus
Christi, Dallas, El Paso, Houston, Laredo,
Rio Grande Valley and San Antonio. At
the competition, 24 of the 37 Tip of Texas
participants advanced to the final round in
all four of the categories.
Santiago Lopez took second place in
oratory; Hector Filizola, first place in crossexamination; Francis Rodriguez, first
place in extemporaneous speaking; Araly
Soto, second place in extemporaneous
speaking; Grecia Rodriguez, second place
in mock trial; Ana Gutierrez, second place
in mock trial; and Daniel Gonzalez, first
place in cross-examination.
Tip of Texas accumulated enough points
to claim the Silver Cup Championship title.
Last month, 16 competitors advanced to
the national competition, and eight made
it to the final, or Sweet Sixteen, round.
Because of the region’s outstanding
accomplishment,
Brownsville
City
Commissioner at Large “A” Estela Vasquez
presented the students with a proclamation.
Victoria Arroyo, a junior at St. Joseph
Academy and a coach for the Great Debate,
said the proclamation acknowledged
the students for representing the City of
Brownsville well, and for winning the
Silver Cup.
“That we are contributing to the Latino
community, and bringing more leaders

Christopher Peña/collegian

Coaches of the Tip of Texas Region include (from left) Aimee
Rodriguez, Shadia Ajam, Clarissa Robles, Ana Paula Rocha and
Victoria Arroyo. The coaches helped freshman high school
students win the National Hispanic Institute’s Great Debate
competition.

into the community itself,” Arroyo added.
Clarissa Robles, a senior at St. Joseph
Academy and coach for the Great Debate,
said she was at the International Bank
of Commerce to give a presentation
requesting sponsorship, and during that
presentation, Vasquez was present.
“She was so thrilled with this program
and that we were involving all students
from Brownsville, that she gave us a
proclamation,” Robles said. “She and the
other city commissioners and the mayor
gave us a proclamation … mainly because
we were able to revive the region after 10
years of not winning the Silver Cup.”
For 10 weeks before the competition in
June, the Tip of Texas students practiced
at UTB/TSC every Sunday. Tino Villarreal,
project administrator for the Tip of Texas
region and a football coach at St. Joseph
Academy, said UTB’s Executive Assistant
Marilyn Woods, ensured the university as
a place for the students to practice every
year.
“We met with her to keep her up to date
on what it is that we do, and what the
organization is about,” Villarreal said. “She
was really excited about the students and
their accomplishments. It’s our unofficial
home.”

San Antonio teen becomes YouTube celebrity
Associated Press

Professor
of the

MONTH
Name: Pamela Herring
Hometown: Minneapolis, Minn.
Number of years working at UTB/TSC: 13
Teaches: Composition I and II, Sophomore Literature and Environmental
Rhetoric as a study abroad course in Costa Rica
Purpose of each class: “Composition I and II focus on the development of
students’ academic reading and writing skills. Sophomore Literature exposes
students to essential authors, shows the importance of literature to history and
develops the students’ critical thinking skills. Environmental Rhetoric immerses
the students in the rainforests of Costa Rica where they have similar experiences
as those of the authors they read,” Herring said. She said her students write their
own nature texts as a result of their experiences and interview one of the authors
who owns the wildlife refuge where they lodge. “All of them involve writing,”
Herring said about the courses.
Degrees: Bachelor of science in English and education with a minor in theater
art from St. Cloud State University, a master’s in educational administration and
a master’s in English from Northern Arizona University
Studied: 55 hours of agriculture courses at the University of Minnesota and 18
hours of equine sciences at Scottsdale Community College
Favorite subject: Philosophy and nature lore
Hobbies: Herring said she enjoys cooking and outdoor activities. “Hobbies are
pretty much anything outdoors. I like to garden, I hike, I bird, I have horses, so,
of course, working with the horses,” she said.
The professor said her interest and love for animals prompted her to teach herself
how to read as a child. “I would see a picture of a dog, pictures of horses, and I
would pull theses books off the shelves, and start looking at the pictures inside
the book and little by little, I connected the words with the animals.”
Interesting fact: From the posters on her wall to the four rescue dogs she owns,
Herring’s love for animals can be seen. She feeds her dogs homemade dog food.
Previous occupations: Herring served as the director of the YMCA
Horsemanship Camp in Mayer, Ariz., and was in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve
for eight years.

---Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photo by Christopher Peña

SAN ANTONIO--As Austin Mahone
meandered through North Star Mall on
Nov. 26, most of the thousands of shoppers
milling around didn’t realize that a selfmade, global social media phenomenon was
in their midst.
But Taylor Barrios, 13, knew.
Mahone and friend Robert Villanueva,
both 15, passed her near the mall escalators.
Her eyes widened. She nudged friend
Dominique Villarreal, 14, and mouthed the
words, “That’s Austin Mahone!”
The boys made their way to the food court.
The girls made their move.
“Can I take a picture?” Barrios asked
Mahone.
He smiled and posed for pictures with
each before he and Villanueva went on their
way.
If you haven’t heard of Mahone, you’re old.
If you have, you’re either a teen girl or you
spend time around them.
To hundreds of thousands of preteen and
teen girls, singer and guitarist Mahone is the
second coming of Justin Bieber. They scream
when they see him and follow his every
move on the Web, working their computer’s
“refresh” key to death.
Mahone embodies the teenage girl dream-with a disarming smile, short brown hair,
bangs, braces and ear studs and typically
clad in T-shirts and jeans and accessorized
with sports hats or hoodies.
Since posting his first YouTube music
videos in January, Mahone has become an
Internet Elvis. Embracing the new business
model perfected by superstar Bieber,
Mahone has wielded his bedroom Mac like
a hammer, using social networks to build
his online following. And in doing so, he
has created a buzz that previously took
performers years to generate.
His YouTube video covering Justin
Bieber’s “Mistletoe” has 3.2 million views,
more than Bieber’s original video. A lipsyncing video he made with Villanueva

recently was ranked as the No. 2 comedy
upload on YouTube--a site that gets 1 million
new videos a day--within days.
Without a record deal or a single, Mahone
debuted recently at No. 38 on Billboard’s
Social 50, a chart that combines Web
presence and sales. Mahone ranked higher
than Demi Lovato, 50 Cent and Jennifer
Lopez and slightly lower than Beyoncé. He
was the youngest person on the list.
“I’m overjoyed and excited and happy,”
said the soft-spoken Mahone, clad in a white
T-shirt and khaki shorts. “I’ve always liked
music, and this is something I’ve always
wanted to do.”
“I like the way he sounds,” said Michael
Morales, a Grammy-winning producer and
a one-time chart-topping singer. “I think he
does a lot of things that are very appealing.
From what I’ve seen, he sits and plays. It’s
charming. He doesn’t have a backing track
or a karaoke thing.”
Mahone’s life has been divided between
Seguin, San Antonio and La Vernia. His
father died when he was 16 months old.
An only child, he and his mother, Michele
Mahone, moved to La Vernia when she
remarried. That’s where his nascent career
began.
After experimenting with a YouTube
comedy channel, he launched his music
channel and began aggressively promoting
it via social networks such as Twitter,
Facebook, Ustream and Tumblr.
By the end of January, he had attracted
2,000 YouTube fans. By February, he had
20,000 fans. In March, he was invited to
perform at a Playlist.com live concert in
Orlando.
Now he’s got 247,000 YouTube fans and
hundreds of thousands more on other
networks. Even with that, Mahone says,
there was no “big break.” He spent hours
in his room, active on the Web, interacting
with as many fans as possible.
It hasn’t all been good.
After his mom’s second marriage ended,
the family moved back to San Antonio.

See YOUTUBE, Page 11
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What Texas voters need to know

By The League of Women Voters of Teaxs
SPECIAL TO THE COLLEGIAN
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The     community    calls
Students wanted for second annual MLK Day of Service
By Rene Cardona Jr.
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

What do you do on Martin Luther King
Day? Sleep in? Or, do you get up and build
a greenhouse?
For the second year in a row, the Dean
of Students Office and University Scorpion
Scholars will host a variety of community
service projects to promote the late civil
rights leaders’ mission on what has been
coined Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service, which falls on Jan 16.
When Associate Vice President for
Student Affairs and Dean of Students
Mari Fuentes-Martin gained oversight of
University Scorpion Scholars, she wanted
to reorient the scope and vision of the
program, introducing the day of service.
“I always had this seed in my head that
I wanted to do the MLK Day of Service,”
Fuentes-Martin said. “ … We asked each
class [of scholars], ‘What would you
envision?’ And, really, each cohort had
neat ideas. What actually happened was a
combination of all the things that came up.”
Last year, 400 students from on-campus
organizations helped out with 10 service
projects, ranging from starting up a garden
to restoring antiquated buildings. This year,
volunteers will range from students, staff
and faculty to members of the community.
All students are encouraged to sign up to
participate to meet the goal of 500 students
working with at least 16 different agencies.
“We believe as students getting an
education, one of the things that is
important is to give back to the community,
and one way is through different service
projects,” said Heather Olague, coordinator
of University Scorpion Scholars. “It’s
also bringing awareness to MLK Day and
promoting [that] it’s not a day off. It’s a day
on.”
Participants will meet at 8 a.m. in Dean
Porter Park and then be sent off to their
designated projects for three hours of
volunteer work. This year, the agencies
utilizing volunteers include Sabal Palms
Sanctuary, Brownsville Literacy Center,
Brownsville Food Bank, the Brownsville
S.P.C.A., Gladys Porter Zoo, Architecture

for Charity and Parks and Recreation.
Canned food is also being collected for
the Brownsville Food Bank, as there is also
a national MLK food drive, Olague said.
At noon, participants will return to the
park for lunch, a program with music,
a special guest speaker and a fair with
different activities.
Games and arts and craft activities
will await participants once they have
returned from doing their service projects.
They include the tricycle game, which has
participants answer trivia on Martin Luther
King, segregation and history facts while
simultaneously racing, a bracelet creation
station where people can make a memento
that symbolizes their commitment to
equal rights and unity. The main event, the
Dream Wall, is similar to last year’s activity
but has been tweaked.
“[The wall will] transition from a
[daytime] sky to a night sky, where
[volunteers] can do like a wish upon a
star,” said Ashley Vega, a junior biology
major and one of the leaders for the fair
committee organizing the events. “You will
put your dream on the wall, but it will be
permanent. The following years, we’ll add
more boards … so you can always go back
and see your dream.”
A mini-museum will also be constructed
on the park’s grounds for informational
purposes.
“It’s going to be just an entire collage of
pictures--we even have slave records we got
from the court house, and it’s all going to be
collaged together,” Vega said.
Awards will be given out to top students,
staff and faculty. Karla Lozoya along with
fellow programming committee members
Marisol Cervantes and Pedro Rangel,
wrote a song exclusively for the event.
“It expresses the struggle that [King]
went through for fighting what we he
believed in,” Lozoya said. “It’s very
emotional and expressive in that aspect.”
To make your MLK holiday a day on
instead of a day off, contact the University
Scorpion Scholars program at scholars@
utb.edu or visit utb.edu/mlkday.
The MLK Day of Service is part of
President Obama’s national call to service,
United We Serve.

Austin--A new Texas law scheduled to
take effect in 2012 requires voters to show
one of a limited number of photo IDs at
the polls in 2012. Student IDs, out-of-state
driver’s licenses and many other IDs will
not be accepted under this law even if they
contain a photo.
Federal approval required for the law to
take effect has not yet been granted, but
it is important for Texas voters to prepare
now in case the law is in effect for the
March 6, 2012, primary elections. Voting
in primary elections is important because
the primaries decide the candidates that
will be on the November general election
ballot.
As of 2012 under the Texas law, the only
photo IDs that will be accepted at the polls
are
--Texas Department of Public Safetyissued driver’s license, personal ID card,
concealed weapon permit or election
identification certificate; or
--U.S. government-issued passport,
military ID or citizenship papers that
include a photo.
The photo ID must be current or have
expired no more than 60 days prior to
presentation at the polls.
Planning now is important because
obtaining a qualified photo ID will
require documentation, such as a certified
birth certificate, and time to obtain
documentation and for the application.
Voters who have an acceptable photo
ID need to know that the name on the
photo ID must match the name on their
voter registration. If the names match, the
addresses need not match. If names do not
match, election workers must determine
if the names are “substantially similar”
and if other information on the photo ID,
such as the address, matches the voter
registration.
Photo ID will not be required of
individuals who vote by mail and
individuals with documentation of
disability and no photo ID who apply for an

exemption from the voter registrar. Voters
without photo ID because of a natural
disaster or religious objection to being
photographed may vote a provisional
ballot and have six days to complete an
affidavit with the voter registrar.
Texas is among the states required by the
Voting Rights Act to obtain federal approval
before election changes take effect because
of a history of discrimination against
minorities. The U.S. Justice Department
has asked Texas for information on the
more than 600,000 voters who may not
have one of the qualified photo IDs. Once
received, the Justice Department has
up to 60 days to review this information
and make a decision on whether or not to
approve the photo ID requirement.   
Additional information on photo ID
requirements and voting in Texas is
available from a variety of sources:
--League of Women Voters-TX, www.
lwvtexas.org, 512-472-1100, lwvtexas@
lwvtexas.org;
--Texas Secretary of State, 800-252VOTE(8683), elections@sos.state.tx.us
--VOTEXAS.org
(Texas
voter
registration requirements, check to see
if you are registered, change name or
address, information for student voters);
--County voter registration/elections
offices
(www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/
voter/county.shtml);
--Voter
registration
and
voting
information for other states: Secretary of
State for that state or www.VOTE411.org.
Requirements for qualified photo IDs:
--Texas DPS-issued driver’s license or
personal ID card: www.txdps.state.tx.us;
--Election
identification
certificate
requirements have not been finalized; this
ID will be available from Texas DPS offices
in 2012 at no cost for voting ID only;
--U.S. passport: http://travel.state.gov/
passport/get/first/first_830.html.
--LWV-TX is a nonpartisan organization
that has “educated and agitated” for
informed participation in government
for more than 90 years and believes no
form of informed participation is more
important than voting.
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Club
spotlight
SHOTS&
LABELS
Miguel Roberts/collegian photos

Name: Stephanie Saenz
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Art
Clothing: Blouse, JCPenney ($20); jean shorts, Dillard’s ($30); boots,
Journey’s ($65)
Accessories: tights, Spencer’s ($15); bracelets, Kohl’s ($16); earrings, New
York & Company ($12); sunglasses, Sunrise Mall ($20)
Who/what inspires your style? “Gwen Stefani, modernized vintage look.”
Describe your style in three words: “Retro, industrial and vintage.”
--Compiled by Marlane Rodriguez

courtesy photo

Members of the The Gathering include (front row, from left) Treasurer David Valdez, Daniel Soria, Stephanie Cohen, Ana Chapa
and Heather Smith. Middle row: Bianca Cantu, Ruby Salinas, Arabella Quezada, James Martinez, Karee Dorman, John De Leon
and Danny Pizaña. Back row: Vice President Wesley Roberts, Kaylem Medina, Samuel Roberts, Barnabas Lewis, President Tad
Landin and Ivan Carpio.

Name: The Gathering
Purpose: To bring students to the saving knowledge of Jesus
W
the intATCH
Christ.
utbco erview
Established: Spring 2011
llegian
Adviser: Academic Adviser Amparo Jaramillo
.com
President: Tad Landin
Vice President: Wesley Roberts
Treasurer: David Valdez
Secretary: Michael Peña
Meetings: 8 p.m. every Sunday in the Education and Business Complex’s Salon
Cassia.
Activities: Free food, music, preaching on Sunday nights and women’s and
men’s Bible studies throughout the week
Dues: none
Membership requirements: open to all UTB students
For more information: call Landin at (956) 543-8846 or Roberts at (956) 5611861.
--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
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Something to do after finals

Artistic flavor

ALEXANDRA GRACIA/collegian

Visiting the Holiday Village or having a picnic with friends at Dean Porter Park could be one of the fun stress relievers during the
winter break.

After you’ve studied, or crammed, to pass your finals, you might wonder after the tests
are done, “What will I be doing with all this free time?” Instead of sleeping all day, here’s
a few fun things to do while on break.
Have a picnic at Dean Porter Park with friends. The park is big enough to play soccer
or football. The hours of operation are 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Sunday.
Attend a local concert with your friends or special someone.
Shop with friends downtown. You can find one-of-a-kind pieces for yourself or your
friends. You can also find the perfect sweater for an ugly sweater party!
Go ice-skating at Frio Grande Valley Ice Center Ice Skating Rink in McAllen.
The skating rink is located at 201 N. 26th St. The hours of operation change weekly, but
you can call 976-0126 for the hours. Admission is $8 and $3 for skate rentals.
If you’re feeling rebellious, get a piercing or a tattoo.
Visit the WesMer Drive-In Theatre in Mercedes to watch the newest releases in
the comfort of your own vehicle. The drive-in is located on Expressway 83 (exit on Mile
2 West in Mercedes). Admission is $10 on Monday and Wednesday through Sunday, $5
on Tuesday. The hours of operation depend on the time of the showing of the film. You
can check out www.wesmerdrivein.com for show times.
On New Year’s Eve, you could watch the fireworks display over the Laguna Madre or
go west for the New Year’s Eve Bash in downtown McAllen and count down the seconds
before the ball drops to ring in the new year.
--Compiled by Alexandra Gracia

YOUTUBE

Continued from Page 6
When he enrolled at Johnson High School,
he was immediately recognized.
Girls fawned over him between classes,
Michele Mahone said, and during lunch.
Within weeks, it escalated. The school paper
pulled him out of algebra for an interview.
And then girls began taking candid pictures
of him during class, even handing him
phones to speak to their friends. Ultimately,
some boys became resentful and began
hassling him.
He withdrew from Johnson and now is
home-schooled.
Mahone’s meteoric rise has taken the
family by surprise.
“It’s gotten to the point where we realize
that we’re going to need to do a lot of
planning,” said Michele Mahone, who
recently quit her job as a mortgage banker
to manage Austin’s career. “We’ve just hired
an entertainment lawyer, and we’re going to
regroup and have a plan in place for 2012.”
That’s good, because being a YouTube
sensation doesn’t guarantee a successful
career, says Corey Denis, vice president for

Digital Marketing & Social Media at Los
Angeles-based TAG Strategic.
“The road to a successful career arc is
the same as it always was,” Denis said. “A
strategy has to be put in place treating him
as a new artist, even if he has all of this
attention already. He has to have something
to sell to his fans.”
Justin Bieber, says Alex White, whose
company Next Big Sound calculates the
Social 50, is one of the few Web sensations
who has converted that social capital to a
traditional music career.
Mahone is well on his way. He’s got MP3s,
shirts and other gear for sale.
Until recently, his career has consisted of
being hired by parents to appear at birthday
parties or make Skype calls to daughters.
But in October, he put out word at the last
minute, on Facebook and Twitter, that he
would be in Chicago’s Millennium Park for
an impromptu meet-and-greet. More than
1,000 screaming girls showed up.
The family approached Morales because
he has a professional recording studio.
Mahone has positioned himself well,
Morales says, but his next moves will be
crucial.
“Anyone, even a music business veteran,
would be lying if they told you where this was
all leading,” Morales said.

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

The next Mercadito Fiesta , where artisans from the Mexican states of Oaxaca, San Luis Potosí and Jalisco will sell their crafts,
will take place from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m Saturday on the Market Square located on 12th St. between Adams and Washington
streets. Claudia Martínez Vargas, a Oaxacan artisan shown here with rugs of her region, will be among those present.

Earn $100 this week

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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of a single individual. Think about that,
especially those of you who are quick
to denigrate the people who are at their
Continued from Page 4
lowest, such as the homeless, prostitutes,
drug addicts and mentally ill. Turning
community (but at least consuming is
up!); I wanted to fix everything. Little did your back on the people who need you is
I know, right? Oh, youthful ideals! I hope not even something the Bible condones,
that I don’t become so old and jaded that I yet it happens every day. So many of you
make baby Jesus cry. Shame!
become a Republican one day.
It’s not your problem? Oh, I see, they
I want to help people. I want to open
don’t live on your side of town and they
people’s eyes to the potential that we all
are out of sight, out of mind.
have in participating in democracy. The
Oh? Now you like their neighborhood.
key word here is “participating.” We must
You
want to lift it out of its ghettoized
value community and the efforts that
each one of us puts forth into this society. stupor and drink coffee and be decadent
and fabulous downtown?
Encourage in the face of insecurity! Too
“But what of those pesky, dirty people?”
often I see the same old story. An idea
“They will just have to go. Don’t care
is introduced for the benefit of everyone
and some enterprising individual exploits where--arrest them--do whatever. Just
get them out of our sight.”
it, alienates the masses and destroys the
And that subscription to false
solidarity of the group. Diffusing our
happiness
will get us nowhere.
strengths through such advantageous
So I believe in support systems even
practices won’t help our community. Ever
though I didn’t have the luxury of always
hear the phrase “Divide and conquer?”
having them. I’m lucky to have the family
Well, as long as we continue competing
with each other vs. helping each other we and friends I have today. It’s too easy to
wash your hands of those you cannot see
are destined to be unhappy and alone,
yourself in, but really, we are all alike.
staring into our soggy bowl of Wheaties
You can’t replace that with a car, an ugly,
and cursing the ingrate who stole our
brown designer bag, booze or food. Those
thunder.
Sharing is caring--too socialistic? Well, are all just crutches for what we really
community is not comprised of the power need, which is each other.

MASCOT

Continued from Page 3
things low, and that’s what was different,
she said. “So like the tortoise got lots of
first choices, and that’s why it was No. 1,
but I think the ocelot got more votes, but
it wasn’t the first choice for a lot of people,
so that’s the other thing that we kind of
mathematically weighed into it.”
The mascot suggestions will be
forwarded to the university’s Executive
Council for consideration.
“We’re probably going to cut some out
and forward the ones that have a real
chance, probably some of the ones that
were finalists in the essay contest, for

Executive Council to review, so we’ll take
out the ones that are silly or pointless,
like 10 people still recommended the
scorpion,” Fuentes-Martin said. “That’s
not going to go forward because we’re not
going to be the scorpions, so that’s the
kind of stuff that we’re eliminating, but
the things like the Toros, the Vaqueros,
the Heat, all of those will go forward.”
She said the committee will recommend
possible ways the Executive Council can
get more input from students and alumni
on the mascot selection, including a vote
on Blackboard.
The Executive Council will make
the final decision on UT Brownsville’s
mascot, but it will have to be approved by
the University of Texas System.
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A punto de alcanzar la meta
Por Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

Un suspiro de alivio
provino de Cynthia Berlanga
quien, habiendo estudiado
intermitentemente en UTB/
TSC desde 1994, se siente
orgullosa de estar entre los
que recibirán un diploma el
17 de diciembre.
Berlanga,
quien
se
convirtió en esposa y en
madre de tres durante sus
estudios, dijo que le fue
difícil tener que criar una
familia, pero que el estudio
nunca estuvo en cuestión.
“Me salté uno o dos
semestres, pero nunca dejé
de asistir”, dijo ella en inglés.
“Siento que por fin llegó
el momento, [después de]
todos los años que invertí en
la escuela”.
Berlanga
obtuvo
previamente un diplomado
en tecnología del laboratorio
médico y trabaja como
supervisora
en
Valley
Regional Medical Center.
Ella espera que con una
licenciatura en tecnología
del servicio de la salud,
pueda ascender de puesto.
También planea regresar
el próximo semestre para
estudiar una maestría.
Berlanga reconoce que
su familia la ha ayudado
durante su educación.
“No pude haberlo hecho
sin mi esposo, estoy segura;
mi mamá y mi suegra me
apoyaron cuidando varias
veces a mis hijos”, dijo ella.
“Sin ellos, no sé qué habría
hecho”.

CHRISTOPHER PEÑA/collegian

Ana Mireles, estudiante de educación bilingüe, posa para su foto de graduación.

Berlanga
tiene
tres
frases para aconsejar a los
estudiantes de primer año:
¡Termina rápido, hazlo ya,
no esperes!
Para Heather García la
universidad terminó muy
rápido.
Estudiante de derecho
penal y una Scorpion Scholar,
García se gradúa tras haber
estado en UTB/TSC por
sólo un año y medio. Sin
embargo, estuvo tomando
clases
universitarias
dobles
y
simultáneas
desde su segundo año en
la preparatoria, así como
cursos de verano.
García dijo que después de
la escuela, su mamá la traía
desde San Benito hasta UTB/
TSC para las clases. Dijo que
ésa fue una de las cosas más
difíciles de su educación,
aunado a que tenía que
asistir a dos escuelas a la vez.
García dijo que recibir

una educación universitaria
siempre fue una de sus
metas.
“Mi mamá siempre nos
inculcó a mis hermanas y a
mí que la educación era lo
único que nos podía llevar a
cualquier lugar en la vida”,
dijo ella.
García, que sólo tiene
19 años, dijo que está un
poco asustada y asombrada
por haberse graduado tan
pronto. “No puedo creer que
pasó tan rápido”, dijo ella.
“Ahora me estoy graduando
y entré en pánico. Es
atemorizante lo que sigue;
hay muchas decisiones que
debo tomar”.
García dijo que los
estudiantes de primer año
no deben tomar clases
solamente en los semestres
largos, sino también durante
verano.
Hasta el 22 de noviembre,
UTB/TSC
tenía
1,420

candidatos
elegibles
para
graduarse,
de
acuerdo a Miriam Garza,
una
administradora
de
operaciones de la Oficina de
Registro. La cantidad final
se tendrá el 16 de diciembre,
cuando las calificaciones
finales sean publicadas.
Diferentes títulos de cada
facultad serán otorgados,
abarcando desde certificados
hasta
maestrías.
Tres
doctorados se concederán en
la Facultad de Educación.
La ceremonia será el 17
de diciembre a las 9 a.m.
en el patio de Cardenas
Hall South. Los graduados
deberán llegar a las 7:30
a.m. al Garza Gymnasium
para registrarse.
David
Oliveira,
un
miembro de la mesa directiva
de Texas Southmost College,
será el orador principal.
Blanca Bauer, directora
ejecutiva de Institutional
Research and Planning
Effectiveness, dijo que el
índice actual de graduación
es de 2o porciento. El año
pasado fue de 17 porciento.
Bauer dijo que este
número parece bajo, pero
que sólo incluye a los
estudiantes
de
tiempo
completo y que buscan una
licenciatura. También dijo
que esto excluye a cerca de
la mitad de la comunidad
universitaria.
Las
estadísticas
son
calculadas cada año y reflejan
un índice de graduación
de seis años para aquellos
que terminaron el verano
pasado.

Profesor expone ‘Novosantanderino’
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
THE COLLEGIAN	

El pasado jueves, se realizó
un simposio de prensa en
español en el que el profesor
de lenguas modernas, Juan
Antonio González, presentó
la novena edición de
“Novosantanderino”.
“Este simposio es una
manera de acercarnos a la
comunidad docente de la
universidad para que se
enteren de que tienen una
venida para publicaciones
literarias en el área de poesía
y cuento”, dijo González.
Luis
Rodríguez-Abad,
profesor del Departamento
de Ciencias de la Conducta,
ha sido el organizador de
estos eventos, cuyo objetivo
es presentar los proyectos en
que actualmente trabajan los
empleados de UTB/TSC.
González habló sobre la
creación y desarrollo de
“Novosantanderino”,
un
compendio de obras literarias
que tiene el fin de exponer
los trabajos de narradores y
poetas contemporáneos.
“Esta obra existe desde
1996 y se ha publicado casi
en forma anual, hasta la
fecha”, dijo González. “Se ha
expandido de las 16 páginas
iniciales a alrededor de 300
páginas”.
Este
noveno
tomo

mIGUEL ÁNGEL ROBERTS/collegian

Juan González, profesor de lenguas modernas, expone ‘Novosantanderino’ durante un
simposio, honrando a los colaboradores del mismo, el 1° de diciembre en Cavalry Hall.

está
dedicado
a
la
contemporaneidad
mexicana.
“Es una compilación de
escritos de autores que han
sobresalido por sus méritos
en el ámbito de las letras”,
dijo González “Son los
representantes de México
en las ferias de libros en el
extranjero”.
Profesores
del
Departamento de Lenguas
Modernas
son
los
colaboradores editoriales.
González dijo que su
inspiración para ser escritor
provino del estudio de
escritores en las clases que
imparte.

“Siempre quedaba la idea
de que uno también tenía
cosas que contar sobre su
origen, las experiencias,
la vida, el tiempo, el
transcurso”, dijo él. “Un
día, dentro del quehacer
educativo, entra también la
idea del quehacer literario y
la idea de implementar áreas
afines como la poesía y el
cuento”.
El escritor ha publicado
también poesía personal
en aproximadamente 100
antologías y revistas literarias
alrededor
del
mundo,
además de un poemario
titulado “Itinerancias”, que
consta de 75 obras.

Actualmente, trabaja en la
elaboración de un poemario
y en un libro de cuentos.
“Es una gran satisfacción
poder ofrecer este libro a
la comunidad universitaria
para
extender
el
conocimiento de los autores
mexicanos actuales más
relevantes”, dijo González.
Aracely Esparza, profesora
de medio tiempo del
Departamento de Lenguas
Modernas, compartió con los
presentes su admiración por
el escritor.
“Una vez lo escuché
mientras leía una poesía y
no fue sino hasta el final que
supe que había sido escrita
por él”, dijo Esparza. “Desde
entonces, lo he visto como
un gran escritor y, cuando lo
encuentro por el campus, le
digo a la gente ‘Miren, ahí va
el poeta’”.
Cheryl Phelps, profesora
del mismo departamento,
dijo:
“Gracias
a
esta
publicación fue que descubrí
que yo tenía algo que decir,
por eso aprecio mucho y
agradezco el trabajo del
profesor”.
El libro está en venta en
la oficina del Departamento
de Lenguas Modernas. Para
más información, llame al
882-8831.

Estudiante de hoy
Edad: 21 años
Especialidad:
Traducción
e
interpretación en
español
Clasificación:
Estudiante
de
tercer año
Fecha
de
graduación:
Mayo de 2013
Promedio: 3.8
Ciudad
natal:
Matamoros,
Tamaulipas,
México
Pasatiempos:
“Si tuviera que
HÉCTOR AGUILAR/collegian
m e n c i o n a r
algunas actividades que me apasionan serían: jugar
Nintendo, ver literatura japonesa animada (es mi
manera de decir Animé), aprender idiomas, escribir,
tocar música con mis amigos y decir incoherencias
con ellos, en sí todo lo que sea creativo; adoro
imaginar”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Cuando pienso en
metas, inevitablemente tengo que pensar en
el futuro, y aunque reconozco que a veces es
necesario, eso no me desagrada. Una novia que
tuve me enseñó algo muy valioso que aún tengo
dificultades en obedecer: ‘No pienses en el tiempo
ni en lo que viene; sólo disfruta el momento’. Ésa es
mi meta. Quiero terminar este ‘entrenamiento’ en
la universidad para hacer lo que me gusta hacer y
disfrutarlo, por supuesto”.
Actividades escolares: “Estuve trabajando en el
Learning Enrichment Center como tutor de varios
idiomas”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Mi inspiración son
mis sueños. Y no me refiero a mis aspiraciones, sino
a los sueños que tengo cuando duermo. Cada uno
de ellos relata una historia emocionante, intrigante
y exquisita. Mi inspiración es hacer que esos sueños
se hagan realidad, pues aunque algunos de ellos
sean tan imposibles como encontrar un laberinto
al abrir mi armario, eso no quiere decir que no
me puedan inspirar a seguir adelante. Otra de mis
inspiraciones son las palabras pesimistas de la
gente: Me gusta que me digan lo que no soy capaz de
hacer, para hacerlo. Todo lo que me han enseñado
Nintendo y la literatura japonesa animada (la
amistad, la perseverancia, que nada es difícil si te
lo propones), todo eso me inspira hasta hoy en día.
Y también me inspira el mirar atrás y ver como se
conectan los eventos en la historia de mi vida”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Hay tres que me
llaman mucho la atención: Quiero ser el intérprete
de Shigeru Miyamoto, el diseñador y productor de
videojuegos de Nintendo; también me gustaría ser
músico y entregar la vida arriba del escenario. Y
por supuesto, quiero ser escritor, pues desde muy
pequeño me hice amigo de la pluma y el papel”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar? “Una
muy buena que se la debo al Dr. [José] Dávila:
Siempre hago una lista de todo lo que estudiaré,
leeré y de las tareas que realizaré en el día; luego
calculo el tiempo que tengo para hacerlo y le resto
el 10 porciento de tiempo, el cual utilizo en caso de
que se presente algo que no planeé. Por último, le
otorgo un tiempo adecuado a cada actividad y me
comprometo a terminar mi lista del día”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los alumnos de
nuevo ingreso? “Que vean la universidad como
un entrenamiento para alcanzar lo que más aman.
Que dejen los sentimientos a un lado durante el
semestre y se dediquen a ser disciplinados. Al
principio duele mucho… y no deja de doler, pero
cuando llegan las vacaciones te das cuenta que
aprender a apreciar la vida mucho más”.
Anécdota: “No sé si le haya caído mal a la consejera
que me ayudó a elegir mis clases en mi primer
semestre, pero el caso es que tuve seis materias,
además de que por mi cuenta estaba aprendiendo
a escribir en japonés ese año, y por supuesto que
no estaba acostumbrado a llevar tanto peso. Como
consecuencia el primer día terminé llorando en el
baño, pues estaba asustado con tanta tarea que
tenía y todavía me faltaba una clase en la noche. La
universidad ha sido muy dura conmigo, pero eso
me ha ayudado a ser fuerte”.
--Recopilado por Héctor Aguilar
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'TIS
THE
SEASON
The university celebrated the
start of the holidays with its
annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
last Thursday. About 30 people
attended the event enjoying
pan dulce, music and a chilly
night with lights.

Santa Claus listens to 3-year-old Jolene Lu Black’s wishes during last Thursday’s Student Union Tree Lighting Ceremony.

MIGUEL ANGEL ROBERTS/collegian photos

BUST

Continued from Page 1
cords.
Stoves said that finding alcohol in the
student housing complex during a random
inspection is not typical. He said they do
not find something every time.
“Just thinking back now, a couple times
at The Village [at Fort Brown], we found
nothing but a handful of extension cords,”
Stoves said, referring to the former
student housing complex on University
Boulevard that was vacated last summer.
All the cases involving a violation in
laws or policies get forwarded to the
Dean of Students Office, where one of
the judicial affairs coordinators--David
Marquez or David Mariscal--reviews the
case.
Marquez said the consequences of
getting caught with drugs or alcohol on
campus depend on the situation.
“We investigate every incident first to
get as much detail, as much information
as possible: who was involved what was
involved,” he said. “Based on our findings,
we recommend a number of sanctions with
the goal of communicating [and] making
a meaningful impression on students as
to why those items are prohibited and
how those could affect their or others first
and foremost safety and their ability to
perform well academically.”
He said the main goal is not meant
to be harsh but rather give students
the opportunity to learn from their
experiences.
“The range [of consequences] generally,
depending on the circumstances, [are]
reprimand, community service, alcohol
or drug education courses, counseling,
restitution, suspension of rights or
privileges, removal from campus housing
[and] suspension or expulsion from the
university,” Marquez said.
He said these are university sanctions
and do not include any criminal charges
that might be filed against students as a
result of their infractions.
Students have the right to be heard and
appeal their sanctions, Marquez said.
He said the discipline process can be
carried out in a few days if the student
accepts responsibility or if the student

chooses to have his or her case heard it can
take weeks, depending on the situation
and circumstances.
A total of 12 alcohol and 13 drug
violations were reported on campus last
year.
Marquez said this year, the university
is at the same pace in drug cases as the
one before, but with alcohol it has seen
about twice as many, which he said could
be because of the size of Casa Bella.
However, the university has stressed its
zero-tolerance policy and communicated
its expectations to the student residents.
The university acquired the La Estancia
apartment complex, a 429-bed facility,
last June and renamed it Casa Bella.
“As a matter of fact if you compare
their police reports with Brownsville
[Police Department], when it used to
run as Estancia, now that it’s run by the
university you’re going to see that we have
a very, very small fraction [that] doesn’t
even compare to the types of incidents
when it was under different management,”
Marquez said.
He said even though the university has
seen an increase in the number of alcoholrelated cases, it’s still not as much as the
number La Estancia had before UTB/TSC
bought the apartment complex.
“We are good at enforcing our rules,”
Marquez said. “We want to provide a safe
learning environment for our students.”
Campus Police Lt. Armando Pulido said
Casa Bella officials are doing their part in
keeping the student housing complex free
of drugs and alcohol, but there is always a
few cases that arise.
“The majority of our students are
serious students who are here to get an
education but like any other school, there’s
going to be a few that are going to violate
the law and bring an illegal substance,”
Pulido said.
Pulido echoed the words of Marquez.
“In the past when [the university]
first took over [and] they did the room
inspections there were a few more
[infractions], but these were kind of like
elements left over from when it was run
by a private company,” he said. “It’s now
a rare occasion since [the university] took
over.”
He said that he doesn’t think the
university will see much of this problem
anymore.

UTB/TSC’s Mariachi Escorpión performs “Jingle Bells” during the Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Student Union.

GRADUATION

Continued from Page 1
that’s for sure, and my mom baby-sat a
lot, my mother-in-law as well,” she said.
“Without them, I don’t know what I would
have done.”
Berlanga had these words of advice for
freshmen, “Finish fast, do it now, don’t
wait!”
For Heather Garcia, college went by in
a blur.
A criminal justice major and Scorpion
Scholar, Garcia is graduating after being
at UTB/TSC for only a year and a half.
However, she has been taking college
courses, including dual and concurrent
enrollment, since she was a sophomore
in high school and also took summer
courses.
Garcia said after school, her mother
would drive her from San Benito to UTB/
TSC to attend classes. She said that was
one of the hardest parts of her education,
along with attending two schools at the
same time.
She was also involved in her high
school’s dance team, SkillsUSA and
criminal justice clubs.
Getting an education was something
that was always a goal, Garcia said.
“My mom always instilled [education]
in our minds, my sister’s and mine … that
education was the only thing that was
going to get you anywhere in life,” she
said.
Garcia acknowledged the UTB/
TSC Upward Bound Math and Science
Program for the opportunity to graduate
sooner; she said the program paid for her
classes and books.
Garcia, who is only 19 years old, said
she is a bit scared and shocked to be
graduating so soon.

“I can’t believe that it came so quick, I
always thought it wasn’t going to happen
so soon,” she said. “Now it’s here and I’m
freaking out. It’s kind of scary also for
what’s coming after graduation; there are
so many decisions to make.”
Garcia said freshmen should not only
take courses during the long semesters
but also during summer. They should also
stay motivated and focused.
As of Nov. 22, UTB/TSC had 1,420
eligible candidates for graduation,
according to Miriam Garza, an operations
manager for the Registrar’s Office. The
total number will be finalized Dec. 16
after final grades are posted.
Different degrees from each college
will be awarded ranging from certificates
to master’s degrees. Three doctoral
degrees will be awarded in the College of
Education.
The ceremony will be held at 9 a.m.
Dec.17 on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
Graduates must arrive at 7:30 a.m. in the
Garza Gymnasium to sign in.
David Oliveira, a member of the Texas
Southmost College board of trustees, will
be the keynote speaker.
Blanca Bauer, executive director of
Institutional Research and Planning
Effectiveness, said the university’s
current graduation rate is 20 percent. She
said this number has increased from last
year’s 17 percent.
Bauer said this number seems low
because it only includes students who
attend full time and are seeking a
bachelor’s degree. She said this causes an
exclusion of about half of the university’s
population.
The figures are calculated on a yearly
basis and reflect a six-year graduation rate
of those who finished this past summer.
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Scorpions take down Sunbirds The Peanut Gallery
Volleyball team advances to quarterfinals in national tourney
There’s a tater
tot in my fries

By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

In sports, it is said that
teams and athletes have
“monkeys on their back”
when there is a hurdle
they cannot overcome.
Whether
mental
or
physical, the end result is
still a loss.
The
UTB/TSC
Volleyball Team tossed
the monkey off its back
as it finally defeated
California’s Fresno Pacific
University 25-22, 25-19
and 25-14 in the third
game of pool play last
Thursday during the 32nd
annual NAIA Volleyball
National Championship
tournament.
The Sunbirds have
ended the Scorpions’
national
tournament

By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

Courtesy UTB/TSC Athletics

UTB/TSC middle blocker Ana Guerra goes for a kill last Wednesday against Missouri Baptist University at the Tyson Events Center in
Sioux City, Iowa. The Scorpions defeated the Spartans in three sets.

Sioux City, Iowa, wanting
to show it could defeat
FPU in the tournament
and with both teams
having won their two

Courtesy UTB/TSC Athletics

Athletics Director and Volleyball Head Coach Todd Lowery looks on as Assistant
Coach Roberta Santos gives junior libero Paula Barros some quick tips during one
of the opening matches of the 32nd annual NAIA Volleyball National Championship
tournament.

aspirations
on
three
different
occasions,
knocking them out in
2007, 2009 and 2010.
Understandably,
the
Scorpions played with a
chip on their shoulder as
they took the court at the
Tyson Events Center in

opening matches, their
game had become that
much more important.
The winner would move
into the second round of
the quarterfinals.
The first game was
tight, with UTB/TSC
winning the game by

three points. The second
game was a little easier on
the Scorpions as they won
25-19 but UTB/TSC really
made its statement in the
third game, dominating
the set and winning by 11
points.
Some
notable
performances by Scorpion
players included freshman
Vanja Joksic with nine
kills on 13 attempts for a
team high .692 average
and five total blocks
from her outside hitter
position. Junior Erica
Chimak added eight kills
and sophomore Danica
Markovic also had eight
kills and seven digs.
Junior Yenifer Calcaño
chimed in with seven
kills and 13 digs, while
sophomore middle blocker
Ana Guerra contributed
six kills and two blocks.
Senior
setter
Amber
Brooks controlled the
flow of the game with her
36 assists, while adding
seven digs and showing
she can be a presence
around the net with three
assisted blocks. Libero
Paula Barros added seven
digs of her own as well
as five serving aces, more

than all the players on
both teams combined.
Having clinched the
top spot in their pool,
the
Scorpions
were
given a first-round bye
in the opening round of
the quarterfinals. They
were scheduled to play
at 8 p.m. last Friday
against the winner of the
match between Florida’s
Embry-Riddle University
and Southern Oregon
University, which was
played at 12:30 p.m.
earlier in the day. Results
were not available at press
time.
The
team
opened
tournament
play
last Tuesday with a
win
against
Kansas’
MidAmerica
Nazarene
University 25-15, 25-11
and 25-19, followed by a
defeat of Missouri Baptist
University, 25-17, 25-18
and 27-25, the next day.
The Scorpions may
still meet Fresno Pacific
in the tournament, but
if the Sunbirds want
a rematch they will
have to beat two teams,
Cali’s Biola University
and
Tennessee’s
Lee
University.

High cheese

CHRISTOPHER PEÑA/Collegian

UTB/TSC Scorpion Robert Mariscal swings during the second the game of the Scorpion World Series. The Navy Scorpions defeated the Orange Scorpions 8-4 last
Wednesday. This is the second win for the Navy team; the series was scheduled to end last Saturday.

There
are
moments in life when
we reflect on past
experiences and assess what we have
learned in the process.
I am in full reflection
as I wrap up my second
stint at The Collegian,
the first being in 2003,
when most of you were,
well, not very old. I feel
wiser and happier that
I got an opportunity
to come back and do it
again. We all wish, as
we get older, that we
could go back in time
with the knowledge
we have and do things
differently. If you don’t
yet, don’t worry, you
will. I got to come back
and, in the words of
Sinatra (just Google
it), “Do it my way.”
I come away content but saddened by
the realization that my
time has passed. It is
a young man’s world,
this college thing, and
I, despite all my attempts at not growing up, am no longer a
young man. I felt out of
place, like a tater tot in
your order of fries. I’m
baffled by the way you
dress and the things
you talk about, so I
steered clear as much
as I could, finding solace in the sports world.
Sports are my haven
from growing old.
They will always be the
same, no matter how
much things change.
Sports are the pet
that eats your shoe and
pees on your couch and
yet you still can’t abandon him on the side of
the road. The NFL and
NBA had lockouts this
year, yet we are excited
to see their return. All
is forgiven. I may have
some resentment but I
will still watch. Sure,
it’s ridiculous to have
billionaires refusing to
pay millionaires to play
a game that most of us
would play for free, but
I can’t blame sports
for that. Instead, I
find comfort in misallocating my anger on
greed and lawyers.
I have once again
jumped on the roller-coaster that is my

Dallas Cowboys and
despite the ups and
downs and dizzy feeling I get throughout
the season, I still love
it. I understand that
people hate them but
can’t
comprehend
why they still talk
about them so much,
even more than I do.
Basketball returns
on Christmas, which
means another year
of no gifts for this underpaid sportswriter,
but at least the season opens. I will root
for the Mavericks to
win again, or anyone
else who’s not Miami.
There is much humor
to be had in the misery of LeBron James.
I look forward to
the London 2012 Summer Olympics and the
pride that comes from
beating other countries. It’s what sports
can do. Our economy
is in the tank but, hey,
at least our bobsled
team beat the Chinese!
Some of the best
sport moments this
year
happened
at
UTB/TSC. It was great
to be an observer of
the Scorpion volleyball, women’s and
men’s soccer teams,
as well as previewing
the men’s and women’s golf teams, which
I feel will have great
success in the spring.
The volleyball team is
still in the running for
a national championship at the time of this
writing, the women’s
soccer team took the
Red River Athletic
Conference title this
year with an offensively explosive team
and the men’s soccer
team fought hard all
year, faced adversity
and made it to the national
tournament.
It’s not a bad time
to have been a Scorpion. To all the UTB/
TSC athletes I spoke
to this year, thank you
for playing your hearts
out and making my
job easy and fun to do.
Pretty soon someone else will be doing my job and I’ll be
forgotten, but sports
will always remain.
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